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Voices of Restorative Justice 

By Valerie Jennings  

The bright warm sun of summer glistening from the soft morning current of 

Lake Michigan reflects the vastness of this great lake. Lake Michigan was the 

backdrop of the twelfth annual sunrise Mass on August 27th on Oakwood 

Beach sponsored by the Black Deacons of Chicago.      

 Following the Mass, a peace symposium and breakfast were held at 

Our Lady of Africa Church to discuss the trauma of violence in our communi-

ties.  The guest speakers for the symposium were Fr. David Kelly, founder and 

Executive Director of Precious Blood Ministry and Reconciliation, and Ms. 

Tanya Woods an attorney and Executive Director of the West Side Justice 

Center.  Fr. Kelly and Attorney Wood shared first-hand experiences of how 

the effects of violence impact and traumatize the whole community. 

 Fr. Kelly spoke of how our young people want to belong, not knowing how to fit in with their peers, feeling 

alone, because Dad and maybe even Mom might be incarcerated due to some traumatic experience in the violence, be 

it drugs, or homicides - the list is endless.  So, what is trauma, asked Fr. Kelly.  He states, when a person experiences 

a distressing event or series of events, such as abuse, a bad accident, rape or other sexual violence, gun violence, com-

bat, or a natural disaster, they may have an emotional response called trauma.  

 Fr. Kelly’s suggestion in addressing violence and trauma through a restorative justice approach is a process 

where all stakeholders affected by an injustice have an opportunity to discuss how they have been affected by the in-

justice and to decide what should be done to repair the harm. With crime, restorative justice is about the idea that be-

cause crime hurts, justice should heal.    

 Attorney Woods echoed the same sentiments regarding restorative justice, saying that it’s about coming to-

gether and mending fences, it’s about interrupting the justice system.  She reminded us that the young people that are 

part of the justice system belong to us, the community.  They are our nieces, nephews, sons, daughters, and parents.  

They all belong to the beloved community. Both Fr. Kelly and Woods stated with great passion that we all have a 

shared responsibility of bringing healing to our families, our community, and our world. 

 Lastly, Bishop Joseph Perry stated that “we’re living in a time of being fearful of our young people.  He fur-

ther stated that the youth have taken over the roles of adults and we (adults) have become the children.” 

What are we to do?  The trauma of violence is all around us, in our homes, neighborhoods, places of work, and even 

in our places of worship, the very whereby we seek peace. May we all pray for peace as we move into the quiet days 

of fall and the cold days of winter.    Let us be mindful of the peace that we all seek.  
 

Valerie Jennings has served as the Parish Vitality Coordinator in Vicariate VI for the Archdiocese of Chicago and sup-

ports the pastoral vision of the Archbishop of Chicago and Bishop Joseph Perry the vicar of Vicariate VI. She accom-

panies and provides training to lay leaders in the Naming and Ministry Unification process during the Operations and 

Transitions phase of Renew My Church.  She is a parishioner at St. Catherine of Siena-St. Lucy/St. Giles parish in Oak 

Park, Illinois and serves as a Lector and Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion. She holds a bachelor’s degree 

from Northern Illinois University in Political Science and is a graduate of the Archdiocese of Chicago Lay Ministry 

Training Program, now called the program for Lay Ecclesial Ministers. Valerie is the mother of two adult sons and 

resides in the Austin Community of Chicago with her husband, Bernard. 



When Voices are Silenced: Censorship and the Battle for Control  
by Tina L Carter 

 

The stone that the builders rejected has now become the cornerstone. Psalm 118:22 

 

Censorship, according to Wikipedia “ is the suppression of 

speech, public communication, or other information. This may 

be done on the basis that such material is considered objection-

able, harmful, sensitive, or "inconvenient".  Censorship can be 

conducted by governments, private institutions and other con-

trolling bodies”. 

 

The past couple of years have seen a number of books and ide-

as become the target of concern for parents, school councils, 

various groups, and politicians. Some celebrities are being 

muted for fear of backlash.  School and public librarians have been accused of having smut on shelves and exposing 

children to inappropriate content. Teachers from kindergarten through university levels are the targets of irate parents 

and very sensitive students resulting in ordinances being passed in communities around the country in order to control 

what is discussed in classrooms. Coordinated efforts in state houses across the country are creating laws to restrict 

who has access and punish those who provide access to books and other resources.    

 

On its surface it is seen as an attempt to protect ourselves and our youth from profane and obscene ideas, however, 

what inevitably occurs is an attempt to silence the voices of those who are marginalized in our society or those who 

views one may not agree with.   The subjects that are considered taboo in the latest battle against censorship are any-

thing that discusses race, the United States complicated history with minority groups and the LGBTQ+ community. 

Authors such as Toni Morrison and Mark Twain have been perennial favorites for having their works challenged or 

banned because of their unvarnished conversations about the destructive nature of racism in this country in the charac-

ters that they have created.  Even the Holy Bible and other religious texts for a time have been called into question be-

cause of dialogues about sexual content, adultery, incest, rape, violence, and murder.   Yet, these conversations about 

what is appropriate and whose experience gets told has become the latest front in the larger culture wars.  

 

The latest group of authors who have made this unique undesirable list include Maia Kobabe whose book Gender 

Queer has the unique distinction of being the most banned or challenged book in 2021 and Art Spigelman’s Maus, a 

1991 graphic novel about the systematic destruction of Jews in Nazi Germany.  Even Heather E. Schwartz book about 

former first lady Michelle Obama was challenged because Michelle describes our 45th president as a bully and her 

discussions about racism.  

 

America Magazine in their article about censorship and the Catholic Church’s history with book banning provides 

four reasons why censorship is never a good idea.    

 

Censorship gets out of control.   First it is books, then it is speech, pretty soon everyone is caught in this slippery 

slope. We have all heard of cancel-culture and reports of professors on college campuses being made to apologize or 

fired for discussing unpopular viewpoints.  These are forms of censorship.  
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In classrooms, books and topics that mention or hint at discussions about race, racism, and LGBTQ+ subjects are re-

moved from curriculums because they are deemed inappropriate and may cause some discomfort if one talks about it.   

 

However, for the person who wants to bring forth a different point of view, they are shutdown.  For the person of col-

or and/or the person who identifies as LGBTQ+, their story, their truth, and their experiences are hidden, and not le-

gitimized. “Censorship is like lighting a fire. Once started, it tends to get com-

pletely out of control. There is no such thing as burning just one book.” 

  

 

Censorship is often a Trojan horse for other agendas. A nationwide coordi-

nated effort has been made to remove books and other resources that disagree 

with a particular set of established ideas or views in the past three years.   For 

example, prior to 2021, most challenges with books came from a single parent 

who was concerned about a book.   Usually, after a discussion with the librarian 

or teacher a book may continue to have a place on the shelf or in the curriculum or it may be moved to a more appro-

priate area of the library.   Now, entire lists of resources deemed “unsuitable” have been circulated by groups across 

the country with political agendas.  
 

Censorship is usually short-sighted. Ideas and subjects that individuals, groups, and governmental entities deemed 

inappropriate or dangerous have now become widely accepted norms.   The Catholic Church kept an Index of Prohib-

ited Books from 1559 until 1966.  Authors such as Galileo and Machiavelli found their works on this list.  Publishers 

who printed their works were at times jailed.  Yet, Galileo’s and Machiavelli’s works are now considered required 

reading for some high schools and universities in the subjects of science and political science.  So too, authors such as 

Ta-Nehisi Coates and Jerry Craft will find that their books may become required reading for children as they learn 

how to identify and deal with racism, microaggressions, and acceptance of oneself through the words and images in 

their works. 

 

Censorship doesn’t work. Censorship is a tool that is used by those who are fearful of ideas that are being expressed 

and want to control or eliminate those ideas. In a pluralistic society such as the United States, the very idea of silenc-

ing the voices of those one doesn’t agree with is the very antithesis of the values that our society is supposed to be cre-

ated on.  When Brooklyn Public Library offered free online cards to students across the United States to use their 

online books, it was to ensure those students had access to materials that some communities suddenly decided was in-

appropriate for them to read.  Also, banned and challenged materials soon find themselves on bestsellers lists as peo-

ple want to read about the controversy. 
 

The First Amendment reminds us “that Congress makes no law respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting 

its free exercise. It protects freedom of speech, the press, assembly, and the right to petition the Government for a re-

dress of grievances”.    The freedom of ideas and the expression of those ideas is what helps us as a society grow.  The 

suppression of ideas can stunt or even kill a society. The challenge of living in a country such as ours is giving a per-

son who you may vehemently disagree with the right and space to voice their opinions and views.   Through sharing 

ideas, experiences, and the truths that we hold, we can only learn to accept one another in our society and most im-

portantly, in the family of God.  



             Sankofa Spotlight 

    Maryse Gregoire is the current president of 

the service team at the Catholic Charismatic 

renewal Center for Chicago, and co-founder 

and facilitator of the "Spirit of Love" Charis-

matic prayer group via zoom and in person 

(every 2nd Thursday starting in December) at 

St. Mary Parish in Evanston, IL.  

   Maryse was born and raised in Port de Paix, Haiti, where she 

was raised in a Catholic household by her beloved grandmother 

who frequently prayed the rosary and attended mass regularly. 

Maryse stated when she was about four or five years old, she 

recalls a dream where she was in the hospital and the Virgin 

Mary came to her and told her God loved her. From this day 

forward, Maryse always knew she was loved by God, and if 

there was ever a time she was in need, all she had to do was pray 

and her prayers would surely be answered.  

  Maryse relocated to the United States in 1971, and considered 

life to be fairly well until her son received a devastating health 

diagnosis in 1989 involving a cyst on his brain. Maryse was dev-

astated, and was told to visit Fr. Rookie, a priest in the Chicago 

land area who was well known for his ability to help others re-

ceive healing through prayer.  

    One week later, Maryse recalls attending a mass lead by Fr. 

Rookie where he placed one hand on her son, and the other hand 

on her. During this time, Maryse immediately felt the power of 

God flow through her body; her burdens were powerfully lifted, 

and she immediately felt a strong sense of joy and peace within 

her heart, and knew that her son was instantly healed by God. 

Maryse felt as though from this experience she owed everything 

to God, so she made a strong commitment to serve God every 

day for the rest of her life.  

   The very same day after the healing mass, Maryse also re-

ceived a flyer to attend a Charismatic Prayer Group. Maryse 

immediately joined the group, and two years later, Maryse was 

asked to lead the new Charismatic Prayer Group at St. Mary 

Parish in Evanston, IL. Maryse agreed to facilitate the group and 

has been a faithful leader for nearly 30 years.    Maryse stated 

God has allowed her to be a vessel for others by allowing her to 

heal others through prayer. Many people have been healed 

through Maryse's intercession prayers, and she has played a huge 

role in introducing others to the goodness of God. 

Maryse plans for the future is to continue to pray for others and 

encourage them to read the Bible so they can build a relationship 

with God.  

    In Maryse's own words she stated "  15 years ago, God told 

me, there is going to be a great move of God coming, and you 

are going to be part of it. Then, Maria Vadia, one of the greatest 

prophets I know, told me about two years ago, “Revival” is com-

ing to the Charismatic Renewal in Chicago, and then another 

great prophet from a different denomination gave me the same 

prophecy. My hope is when the Revival hits the 

Chicago Renewal, this Great Fire of God will spread in all the 

Catholic churches".                                 -Shannon Ambroise  

Phillip Armstrong is a singer, choir director, composer, 

teacher, performer, and recording artist. Currently he 

worships at St. Benedict the African, where he works 

with the music ministry and Parish Counsel.  Phillip was 

baptized at Precious Blood Church at eight years old, 

but he has been actively serving in church since he was 

four. On Sundays as his father sang in the choir, he 

would “crawl up to the choir stand,” and sing with him. The choir director 

welcomed Phillip’s participation and later, recognizing his musical talent, 

gave him a place in the choir at St. Benedict where Phillip was musically nur-

tured for many years. To further his music education, Phillip’s parents Robert 

and Martha, enrolled him in The Choir Academy of the Chicago Children’s 

Choir. Phillip not only learned the principles and foundations of music, but 

also developed a higher level of confidence after given the opportunity to 

direct and lead warm-ups for various choirs. These experiences helped Phillip 

earn his first solo at St. Benedict. The song he was given was, “His Name Is 

Jesus.”  He notes that it is the theme song for his life. 

       Phillip admits that just before entering Millikin University, where he 

earned a B.A. in Music and Communication Public Relations, he left the 

Catholic church for Trinity United Church of Christ. He says at the time, he 

felt that the youth were being overlooked and he wanted to try something 

new. Even now, Phillip feels that this is still an issue. He explains that there is 

often a lack of appreciation for the youth serving in the church. He believes 

that many of the elders in leadership say they want the younger people to step 

up, but their actions and attitudes show otherwise. Not being allowed to exer-

cise the ideas and visions they have received from God, sends the message to 

the younger members that their help is not needed. Nevertheless, Phillip re-

members his Trinity experience as valuable. He feels he received a biblical 

enrichment that added to his talent for arranging and composing music.  

       Eventually, Phillip found his way back to St. Benedict. He says his deci-

sion was influenced by the guidance and the encouragement he received from 

many actively involved “church folk,” including Grammy nominated, and at 

one time Minister of Music at St. Benedict, Dr. Tony Smalls, Rex Peele and 

his sister-in-law, Lequita (both Ministers of Music), Fr. David Jones (the cur-

rent pastor), his parents, and his grandmother Barbara—one of the church’s 

original members.  He says watching these faithful individuals do godly 

works inspired him to be patient and humble, and to do ministry work as well. 

However, Phillip says that most important, what led him back was the Holy 

Spirit, which showed him that St. Benedict is where he belongs. He feels he 

has been tasked with the responsibility of keeping the history of the Black 

Catholic church alive and active, and he appreciates the platform he’s been 

given to do it. In addition to his role with the music ministry, Phillip serves on 

the Parish Council representing the young adults. When asked how the church 

can go about attracting young people, he says “It won’t be through a chicken 

dinner and a fish fry,” but through invitation and persistence. Instead of host-

ing one youth day, the church has to engage them every Sunday.  What we 

need to do as [Black Catholics] is work together. We need to be inviting 

[toward] one another as Black Catholic Churches and work to become one 

island instead of many islands, meaning One Church-One God.”   

       When not serving, Phillip is pursuing music. He is the founder of the 

vocal ensemble MOSIAC Soul. The group’s main purpose is to teach the his-

tory of Black Gospel music. The album, which can be found on Spotify and 

Amazon, is entitled Blessed.  Most recently, he was named the Director of 

Gospel Music for Notre Dame University's Gospel Choir, Voices of Faith.  

                                           -Stephanie Garrison  



Change and Renewal: Fear Not 

The warm sun of summer is quickly fading and leading us into the 

breathtaking color and beauty of the 

changing leaves of fall.  Change means 

going through a period of unknowingness, 

in other words, we still don’t know the 

new and are unsure and sometimes reluc-

tant to let go of what we used to know.  

But if we are a little patient, winter ends 

up arriving in the beauty of its first snow-

fall accompanied by the sometimes-brutal 

forces of its harsh gale force-like winds that chill the body to the 

bone.  We know that winter will eventually give way to spring. 

 In 2017, we embarked upon the greatest structural change in 

the history of the Archdiocese of Chicago called Renew My Church.  

The impact of Renew My Church was significantly felt by parishes 

mainly in the African American South Side parishes of the inner-city 

communities in Vicariate VI.  Before the activation of the Renew 

My Church process, Vicariate VI was the home of 25 African Amer-

ican parishes on the South Side and 2 African American parishes in 

Vicariate III on the West Side.  Now that the Renew My Church 

structural changes are completed, 8 African American parishes re-

main on the South Side and 1 African American parish remains on 

the West Side. 

 So where do we go from here?  As we plan to renew our 

parish communities, we’re not talking about sprucing up the build-

ing, throwing out old banners in the Sacristy, or polishing up our 

liturgies.  Those are ongoing activities.  We are talking about an in-

tangible, gut-touching thing – our Christian motivating forces.  In 

John’s gospel, Nicodemus expresses our concern as he questions his 

renewal…” must a person enter the womb again – and be reborn?  

Nicodemus knows that that can’t be done. However, he fears the 

anxiety, the pain, and the struggle involved in change, just like all of 

us some 2,000 years later. 

 As we move forward in building the new reality of our 

down-sized African American Catholic communities, this will be an 

opportunity to re-awaken, re-pledge, and re-direct our thoughts, feel-

ings, and ideals.  We might discover some sparkling new insights 

into a fuller life. Change can come in many ways. Life is full of 

change; it is the one thing that is constant.  

 Let us move forward in this season of renewal and change, 

like Nicodemus we can’t go back into the womb and be reborn, but 

we can do our best though to help renew the church by becoming 

disciples of Christ, engaging and welcoming the stranger, by re-

building our communities and giving witness to the many blessings 

that God has graced us with. 

 Change can be elusive, but not impossible.  Let’s become 

the change we want to see and not the fear of what change and re-

newal might bring. 

  -Valerie Jennings 

Literary Corner 

 

 

 

 

Fr. Bryan Massingale's, Racial Justice and the Catholic 

Church, provides an outstanding review of racism within the 

context of American society and the 

Catholic Church. He breaks it down 

by defining terms and analyses con-

cepts such as the browning of Amer-

ica, white privilege and just what it 

meant to elect an African American 

President. He takes us along toward 

a more adequate Catholic engage-

ment and a dream deferred and ends 

with the vocation and struggles of 

Black Catholic theologians.  

Massingale exposes the failures of 

the church towards the ends of racial 

justice. He is a consultant to many faith based organizations 

and teaches at the Institute for Black Catholic Studies at Xavi-

er University in New Orleans. If anyone can examine and 

confront racism, Massingale can and does in his book. This is 

a must read for anyone  interested in healing the brokenness 

in society and the church.  -Tanya Bolen. 

When the Schools Shut Down by Yolanda Gladden and Dr. 

Tamara Pizzoli is the story of  Yolanda 

Gladden who was born in 1954 in 

Farmville Virginia, the same year that the 

Supreme Court ruled on Brown V Board of 

Education.  When it was time for her to 

begin school 4 years later, Farmville Public 

school along with the rest of Prince Ed-

ward County public schools were closed 

because the leaders did not want to inte-

grate.  This picture book provides young readers a glimpse of 

what Yolanda’s community did when children were not able 

to go to school.   The lyrical text shares a story of empower-

ment and determination for one girl, one family, and one com-

munity in the face of racism.  The use of collage and media 

art brings both reader and listener into the rich world of 

Yolanda’s neighborhood whose mantra of how to carry her-

self “head high, shoulders back, spine straight, Proud” leaps 

off the page.  Notes in the back of the book provide a chrono-

logical history of segregation and desegregation of the public 

school system in the United States.  Recommended for chil-

dren ages 4-8                                                   -Tina L Carter  
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St. Benedict the African Church 
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN ENGLEWOOD  

340 W 66th St, Chicago, IL 60621 

(773) 873-4464*https://benedicttheafrican.org/ 

 

HUSH HARBOR 

Saturdays at 11 AM 
Our Hush Harbor series fea-

tures spirituals and  

speeches from the past that 

speak loudly today.  

In Antebellum America, a hush 

harbor was a place where the enslaved Africans would 

gather in secret to practice  religious traditions. 

MEETING ID: 89415895742 

PASSCODE: 636489 

St. Moses the Black Parish 

 331 E. 71st Street 
 Chicago, IL 60619 
 773.224.1022 
 stmosesparish.org  
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Who are we? 

The Pulse is a monthly newsletter to provide information about the concerns and happenings in Black Catholic  

Chicago.   It will be made up of articles, profiles and information about events and programs happening throughout the  

archdiocese of Chicago.  If you are interested in contributing or have any questions or concerns please email us at  

chicagoblackcatholics@gmail.com 

This month’s contributors are: 

• Dr. Kimberly Lymore DMin, is the director of the Augustus Tolton Pastoral Ministry Program at Catholic Theological Union and As-

sociate Minister of the Faith Community of Saint Sabina. 
 

• Shannon Ambroise MAPS, is a Tolton Alum, facilitator of St. Mary Evanston Black Catholics and member of St. Mary Parish, Evans-

ton, IL.  
 

• Tanya Bolen is a Tolton Scholar and part-time student at Catholic Theological Union pursuing a Masters of Arts in Pastoral Studies. She 

serves and worships at St. Moses the Black Parish as a Eucharistic Minister, Hospitality, and the Women's Guild. 
 

• Tina L Carter, M.Div.; MLIS,  is a public librarian, graduate of Catholic Theological Union and Tolton Alum. She is a parishioner, 

catechist and serves on the technology ministry at Our Lady of Africa Parish in Bronzeville. 
 

• Jennifer Davis is a Tolton Scholar, pursuing a Doctor of Ministry degree at Catholic Theological Union, a theology teacher at Mount 

Carmel High School, a liturgist, and a parishioner at St. Thomas the Apostle in Hyde Park.  
 

• Stephanie Garrison MAPS, is a retired teacher, graduate of Catholic Theological Union and Tolton Alum. She attends St. Moses the 

Black Parish, serve in the ministries of Lector, Catechism and RCIA. 
 

• Gardis Watts is a Tolton Scholar and part time seminary student at Catholic Theological Union pursuing a Master in Divinity.  
 

• Latrece Winfield is a part-time student (Augustus Tolton Scholar, M.A P.S. program) and a part-time library  assistant at Catholic The-

ological Union; church affiliation- St. Benedict the African Church, ministers as a commentator and  proclaimer.                   

 

 

 

 This is a publication of the Chicago Black Catholic Alliance! 

Prayer for October 
 
 

Father God, 
As we come to you in faith, love and understanding, 
fill our hearts with hope. 
Hope for a world that would inspire to true justice. 
Hear the cries of the people who suffer from various forms of oppression. 
Those who suffer from racism, classism, sexism and other forms of isms, 
be their vindicators in their persecution. 
 
We know that you are a God of Love and Justice, 
and that you are all-powerful and all-knowing. 
Lord, release your people from the bondages of injustice, 
and free them so that we may usher in your kingdom, 
where no one shall be harmed, 
that those who need the most help will receive it, 
and that the spirit of love would reign and community will be established. 
 
Hear our prayers and open our hearts to these and many other blessings. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ your son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God forever and ever. 
Amen.             -Gardis Watts 


