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We’re as Catholic as the Pope! 

by: Andrew Lyke 
 

 If I could have chosen when to be born into this world, I would’ve picked my 

actual birthday in the middle of the 20th Century. I would have chosen, if I could have, 

to be Black, Chicagoan, and Catholic, too. The decolonization of Africa and Asia was 

between 1945 and 1960. In 1954, Brown vs. Board of Education, the landmark Supreme 

Court case that ended legal segregation and was the cornerstone to the Civil Rights 

Movement the reversal of the bogus “separate but equal” rule established by Plessy vs. 

Ferguson in 1896. The mid-20th Century was the epicenter for liberation globally for 

peoples of color marginalized and exploited by white supremacism.  
 

 Another phenomenon of the mid-20th Century was the Second Vatican Council 

(1962 to 1965), which among other reforms called the Catholic Church into reforming 

the liturgy, bringing Catholic worship closer to the people in the pews. I was formed in a Vatican-II faith that, with 

the global air of liberation, gave me a sense of ownership of my Church. It was in 1968 that Black Catholics came of 

age, so to speak, with the founding of the National Black Catholic Clergy Caucus and the National Black Catholic 

Sisters Conference, and in 1970 the National Office for Black Catholics.  
 

 In the wake of Vatican-II, Black Catholics began to claim ownership of the Church and the spirituality that 

was molded from centuries of oppression and subjugation from white supremacy in our so-called Land of the Free. It 

seemed that this coming of age for Black Catholics was timed with my own coming of age. I remember as a young 

child going to Mass on Sundays and then coming home to turn on the radio to “have church.” The late 1960s was 

when we boldly began to step up to “have church” at Mass. We had just begun to say it loud that we were Black and 

proud as Black people, and we did so also as Black Catholics.  
 

 In 1966, I enrolled at Quigley Preparatory Seminary South as a high school freshman. Though my three years 

there I still consider to be the most difficult period of my 70 years of life, it was also a time when the call to ministry 

was first nurtured in me. However, puberty nurtured me away from a priestly vocation and also away from Quigley. I 

finished my senior year at Calumet High School just down the street from my family home. Nonetheless, I felt very 

much a part of the Black Catholic Movement that gave me a sense of authenticity in being truly Catholic and truly 

Black.  
 

 Instead of Holy Orders, I found my vocation in Holy Matrimony. I met Terri at Calumet in the fall of 1969. 

We married six years later. We got deeply involved with marriage ministry through Marriage Encounter, a retreat ex-

perience designed in the spirit of Vatican-II. We stepped out as self-proclaimed ambassadors for Marriage Encounter 

in the Black parishes in the Archdiocese of Chicago. After-Mass information sessions were successful in gathering 

Black Catholic couples to hear about Marriage Encounter, but not nearly so in getting them to attend the weekend re-

treat. And the few couples who went on the retreat didn’t have the powerful experiences we had. This puzzled us and 

led us into deep discernment about what was missing in the Marriage Encounter experience.  

 Continued on page 2  
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We realized that our positive experiences were from our socialization through school, work, and where we lived (the 

West Suburbs of Chicagoland). We were used to “cross-translating” experiences for personal relevance. And so it was 

with Marriage Encounter. The design, the processes, the spirituality, and locations for Marriage Encounter retreats 

were not chosen with Black people in mind. When invited to speak to the regional board for Worldwide Marriage En-

counter in the mid-1980s, we shared with them our perspective and suggested that they create a retreat experience 

rooted in Black culture and spirituality. That message was not received well, and we were dismissed from the meet-

ing.  

Shortly after that confrontation with Marriage Encounter, I had a phone conversation with my 

uncle, Jim Lyke, who was one of the five African-American Bishops and who was a staunch sup-

porter of our efforts. He asked me why we thought we needed to be a part of Marriage Encounter 

and encouraged us to design such a program from a Black Catholic perspective. My reply was 

that I didn’t think we were up to that challenge with our careers and goals.  

 “Besides,” I said, “I don’t think we’re Catholic enough for that.” In the next moment, 

joining our conversation was Sister Thea Bowman, a close friend of Jim’s and also supporter of 

our efforts who was visiting him at the time. She chastised me for suggesting that we weren’t 

Catholic enough. She said to me, “You’re as Catholic as the Pope; this is your church. Act like 

it!” Sister Thea’s words and my uncle’s support encouraged us to get more deeply involved with 

Catholic Family Life Ministry and the eventual launching of the Arusi Marriage Retreat in 1992.  

 I share the same message with you, the Black Catholic community of today. Sister Thea’s 

stern correction steered us into a meaningful life in ministry. We Black Catholics who are strug-

gling with the Church leadership’s leanings toward white supremacist thought need to hear Serv-

ant of God Thea’s message in the broader sense. We are not guests in this Church. We need not 

leave behind our roots to fully engage with the Church. The Church needs us, our spirituality, and 

our struggle to be authentic.  

 No, we can’t choose when we enter this life, nor what race or ethnicity we’re born into. But, like God’s grace, 

whenever and however we are born, it’s right on time. Don’t give up on our Church. As Servant of God Thea Bow-

man said in chewing me out, “You’re as Catholic as the Pope; this is your Church. Act like it.” Our message to the 

broader Catholic community: We are Black. We are Catholic. And we are here. Deal with it!! 

 

Andrew Lyke is a pioneer in Catholic marriage and family ministry in the U.S. Married in 1975, he and his 

wife Terri were inspired by Catholic Theology and Teaching on sacramental marriage when they attended a 

Marriage Encounter retreat in 1978. Through the Archdiocese of Chicago, they teamed with other couples 

and priests to establish the first Catholic diocesan marriage preparation program for African Americans in 

1981.  Since then they have served thousands of engaged and married couples through their marriage prepa-

ration and enrichment programs across the U.S. They have nationally presented keynote address-

es, workshops, retreats and seminars on Marriage and Family issues to church, community and business audi-

ences. They were advisors to the USCCB Committee on Marriage and Family.  

From 1999 to 2009, Andrew the Coordinator of Marriage Ministry in the Archdiocese of Chicago. From 

2000 to 2014, he was a founding member of the Dwell In My Love Anti-racism Task Force. From 2011 to 2015, he was the Di-

rector of the Office for Black Catholics. Now in retirement, Andrew and Terri have authored Marriage On A 

Lampstand: Exploring a New Paradigm for Modern Christian Marriage, published by Heavenly Light Press and continue their 

national apostolate to marriage. Andrew continues to serve the Church as an anti-racism activist in pursuit of the “beloved com-

munity” for which the Civil Rights movement strove. They are the parents of two married young adults and the grandparents of 

four granddaughters and two grandsons. 



The Black Catholic Protest of Chicago: The Legacy of the Black Unity Mass 
by: Gardis Watts 

 

If one attends Mass at St. Sabina and compares that to 

the experience of a Mass at Old St. Patrick’s Church, 

you will find two contrasting styles. While the struc-

tures of the Masses are the same in both places, the 

environment and atmosphere is quite different. How-

ever, the Mass at St. Sabina would be labeled 

“different” by your typical bishop or cardinal, where-

as the Mass at Old St. Patrick’s Church would be 

deemed the norm. This is the stigma that Black Cath-

olic Churches face when the discussion of “proper” 

liturgy arises. But this article is not to argue the valid-

ity of liturgy, but to understand the historical context 

of why a church like St. Sabina would celebrate Mass in that way. And for those reading that are not from Chicago, or 

do not understand the layout of Chicago, St. Sabina’s Church is a black parish and Old St. Patrick’s Church is a white 

parish. 

 

St. Sabina, along with several other Black Catholic Churches in Chicago, have similar worship styles. These worship 

styles have a combination of the following three elements: 1. Dynamic Preaching 2. Gospel Music 3. African-style 

Environment. Some Black Catholic Churches may have all three elements, like St. Sabina, and some may only have 

one. But in essence, one of these elements is in Black Catholic worship in Chicago. 

 

The concept of Black Catholic worship in Chicago originates from a revolutionary event that happened in 1969 called 

the “Black Unity Mass.” Born out of the fight against racism, this Mass shaped modern day Black Catholic worship. 

The 1960s was a decade that saw radical protest and demonstrations in the social and political world. These revolts 

were born out of the crucible of oppressive systems that this country was upholding. Black Catholics in Chicago was 

aligned with the revolutionary consciousness of the time. They were starting to resist the racism of the Archdiocese of 

Chicago.  

 

Leading up to the Black Unity Mass, Black Catholics in Chicago, both lay and clergy, started to take militant stances 

against the archdiocese on their racism against their black parishioners. In 1968, seven black priests in the Archdio-

cese of Chicago, which includes the well-renowned black priest Father George Clements, castigated the church to-

wards its treatment of black people. In a March 9, 1968 article published by the Chicago Defender, the seven black 

priests made known their grievances against the church and condemned them of being “enlightened paternalist” to-

wards their black members. They proposed a ten-point plan for the church’s involvement in the black community.  

Black Catholics during that time were not only misled to think that they are part of the decision-making process in 

their churches and schools but they were outright lied to. In an August 22, 1968 Chicago Tribune article, the Con-

cerned Black Catholics of the west side charged the Archdiocese of Chicago for disparaging its black parishioners. 

Earlier that year, the archdiocese informed the majority black school of St. Finbarr that their building would be reno-

vated. Then, in a parish meeting on August 13, 1968, the diocese informed the parish council that the school was clos-

ing. This infuriated parents as they would have to send the 200+ students of St Finbarr to different schools. 
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St. Sabina Catholic Church Source: Chicago Tribune 2016 
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With that, and many other examples of systematic racism from the church, the pinnacle of the Chicago Black Catholic 

protest started with a situation at St. Dorothy’s parish on the south side. In 1968, long time priest of the church, Father 

Gerald Scanlon, put in his retirement papers. Many at St. Dorothy’s assumed that the associate pastor at that time, Fa-

ther George Clements, would be installed as the head pastor. Unfortunately, Cardinal John Cody, the archbishop of 

Chicago at that time, refused to promote Father Clements and placed black priest Father Rollins Lambert of St. James 

Church as head pastor. This not only infuriated the parishioners of St. Dorothy’s parish but majority of Black Chica-

go.  

On January 6, 1969, a group of fifty people began to protest by having a ‘pray-in’ in the vestibule of St James Church. 

This was the genesis of the Black Unity Mass. Religious historian, Dr. Matthew Cressler, documents the history of the 

Black Unity Mass in his book, Authentically Black and Truly Catholic: The Rise of Black Catholicism in the Great 

Migration. Using the archival notes of the Chicago Police Department’s most notorious Intelligence Division, “The 

Red Squad”, Dr. Cressler details the events of this Black Unity Mass and the others that happened in 1969. Because 

of the participation of Father Clements, the Black Panther Party, and other Black Organizations, the Black Unity 

Masses was under police and FBI surveillance.  

The first and major Black Unity Mass was at St. Dorothy’s Church on January 12, 1969. The attendance was well 

over a thousand participants. Up to eleven black 

priests, including Father Lambert and Clements, par-

ticipated in the Mass. Reverend Jesse Jackson was 

the guest speaker. The environment and the gar-

ments of the clergy was styled in African design. 

The music, according to a Chicago Tribune January 

13, 1969 article, was “a rock-and-roll band which 

played Negro spirituals.” Much of the atmosphere 

was in unison in calling for Father Clements to be 

head pastor of the church.  

According to Dr. Cressler’s book, Black Unity 

Masses was at several churches in 1969. St James 

Church had three of them on January 19th, 26th and 

February 2nd. St. Agatha had one on February 2nd. 

Holy Name of Mary had theirs on February 14th. 

And St. George had one on February 16th. These Masses put immense pressure on Cardinal Cody even though he was 

a hardliner on his decision. Cody finally found a solution when on June 13, 1969, he appointed Father Clements as 

head pastor at Holy Angels Parish. While this was not the expected outcome, it was still a victory for the Black Cath-

olic Community. Following Clements appointment, several other black priests were appointed to positions at parish-

es.  

The Black Unity Mass not only accomplished specific goals at the time but also created a ritual that is still seen in the 

Black Catholic Churches of today. The impact of this cultural revolution not only unified Black Catholic Chicago to 

levels not seen since then but also established Chicago as the pinnacle of Black Catholicism in this country. Since that 

point, all the way up to 1982, Chicago had the most Black Catholics in a U.S. city. As of now, Black Catholic Chica-

go has been reduced to six thousand people and nine Black Catholic Parishes. This is a far cry from what was seen 

during the time of the Black Unity Mass. Black Catholic Chicago needs to rally like their spiritual ancestors of the 

1960s. Maybe not in the same manner but a response from the Black Catholic Chicago is needed for our survival.   

Source: Original newspaper clipping from Chicago Sun-Times Jan, 1969.  St. Anselm Archives 



             Sankofa Spotlight 

 Dr. Kathryn F. Worthen, D.H.L.  

Kathryn Worthen’s faith journey began 80 years ago when she was bap-

tized at St. Augustine, a Black Catholic Church in 

North Little Rock, Arkansas. Kathryn’s mother, who 

was a convert to Catholicism, was very instrumental 

in her faith formation throughout her life. Kathryn 

attended Catholic Church and schools from elemen-

tary through High School. For her undergraduate 

studies she attended Philander Smith College in Lit-

tle Rock, AK, which is an HBCU institution. Upon relocation to Chicago to 

pursue graduate studies she attended Loyola University School of Social 

Work, Catholic Theological Union, and Governors State University.  

 Over the years, Kathryn has been affiliated with several Catholic 

Churches and is currently a member of St. Katharine Drexel Parish on the 

south side of Chicago. Since the pandemic she also has virtually interacted 

with numerous faith communities including St. Benedict the African and 

Holy Name of Mary. Because of her deep faith and love for the church 

Kathryn pursued studies that would deepen her spirituality as well as her 

leadership skills in ministry. All her endeavors have led her to a more au-

thentic relationship with the Lord, with her sisters and brothers in Christ 

and provided fuel needed for her faith journey.  Kathryn did not separate 

her faith life from her work life. Kathryn’s faith sustained her to fulfill nu-

merous duties as a Public Service Administrator throughout her 38-year 

tenure with the State of Illinois. 

 Over the years, Kathryn has experienced serious health challenges 

but credits her faith in the Lord’s healing power for her survival. These 

challenges and the current COVID pandemic, her prayer has been for God 

to “use me” at this stage of her life. As a result of her prayers, her calendar 

is packed with activities. God has been using her for days of reflection and 

telephone prayer chains. Her prayer has shifted to become, “Order my 

steps,” as the journey continues.   

 When asked about the challenges she has experienced being a 

Catholic woman and Black, she told of several instances of racism that she 

had experienced. In her youth, she attended a mixed church in Arkansas and 

was told to sit in the section reserved for Blacks. When she was a college 

student, she wanted to enter an all-white Catholic school for nursing, but 

she was denied entry.  The challenges have not all been entirely about race 

but also about sexism by being denied certain roles and positions in the 

church. However, through it all, Kathryn has learned to trust in Jesus, de-

pend on God and let the Holy Spirit guide her through this journey we call 

life.  

 Even with the Black Catholic Church diminishing in numbers, 

Kathryn has several hopes and suggestions for the future of the Black Cath-

olic Community. First, pray, pray, pray some more and then plan. The 

Black Catholic Church needs to have input into what happens in our faith 

communities at the Archdiocesan level. Second, we are a diverse communi-

ty and there is no BEST way to do all things. Black Catholics should get 

acquainted with each other, go to the altar, read the Word, and share our 

giftedness. Third, we must be proactive in stopping the downward spiral 

that is happening in our Black Catholic communities. She says we must be 

innovative and decide if we (churches) need to share resources in the areas 

of evangelization, youth, and young adult ministries, etc. Finally, Kathry-

n’s greatest hope for the Black Catholic community is that the vibrancy 

that existed several decades ago can be reclaimed to share with the future 

generations.                                                                   - Dr. Kim Lymore 

            

  Eric Phillips worships at the newly 

formed St. Martha, Mary and Lazarus 

Parish located at 9830 S. Vincennes 

Ave. (formerly St. Margaret of Scot-

land). While he has been Catholic 

since birth and attended Catholic 

school, Eric reflects that it was not 

until the age of 25 that he considered 

being Catholic as more than just a la-

bel. He explains that questions he had 

for years about the faith, prompted him to do some personal 

research on the history of Catholicism.  During his studies, he 

learned that people of color—from places like Northern Africa 

and Ethiopia—played a prominent role in the spread of the 

faith.  Eric says that this is when he fell in love with Catholi-

cism and saw himself as a part of the church too. Also, during 

this time he gained an appreciation for and learned the im-

portance of praying the Rosary and fasting. Eventually, he 

slowly became involved in various ministries at church.                                                 

Of late, studies show that there has been a steady increase of 

African Americans leaving the Catholic church; Eric feels that 

for himself, staying in the church is not by accident. He recalls 

that in the Bible, God gave the prophets and saints tasks to 

help restore faith that was lost. Erics believes he has been 

tasked as well with carrying on what they started—to keep the 

body of Christ faithful. Eric notes that while it can be a chal-

lenge, what continually draws him to church is the Eucharist 

and God’s purpose for him.  

On the topic of what the church needs to do to retain Black 

parishioners, Eric’s solution is threefold. Again, he references 

the time he spent researching Catholicism. He recalls learning 

that there was a “vast array” of people from diverse cultures 

doing God’s work; he asserts that if the Catholic church 

showed more of a “mixed representation” in skin color, in-

stead of pushing depictions of saints being only white, it 

would help combat the notion that Catholicism is a white, An-

glo-Saxon man’s religion. Moreover, Eric thinks that the cler-

gy needs to always show the utmost reverence for the mass 

and the Eucharist. Finally, he feels that now is the time for the 

laity to be diligent in reclaiming the families of the church.  

Eric’s ministries include Lector, Youth Leader, the Society of 

St. Vincent DePaul for the poor and the newly formed, Divine 

Mercy. His final thought pertains to something that he contin-

ues to ask our Heavenly Father daily, “What more can I do for 

my family and what more can I do for my church.” 

         -Stephanie Garrison  



On The Road To Sainthood: Sr. Thea Bowman, FSPA 
 

Her legacy is strong.   Her spirit permeates 

Black Catholic masses around the country. 

Her very presence lives on in her students 

who have now become teachers.  Her 

friends affectionately recall her radiant 

smile and bishops fondly remember when 

this religious woman whose body was frail 

from the ravages of breast cancer got them 

all to hold hands and sing “We Shall Over-

come” at their annual meeting.   Sr. Thea 

taught us all how to be unapologetically 

Black and Catholic.   

Going Home Like a Shooting Star: Thea Bowman’s Journey to 

Sainthood , a documentary produced by the Archdiocese of Jackson 

MS, shares the story of this dynamic, charismatic teacher and evan-

gelist whose life was cut short at the age of 52 from breast cancer. 

The Archdiocese of Jackson has opened the cause for Canonization 

for Sr. Thea.  

 The only child of middle class Methodist parents, Bertha 

Bowman was born on December 9th, 1937 in Yazoo City, MS.   

Raised in Canton, Bertha attended Holy Child Jesus school and be-

came Catholic at the age of 9.  By the time she was 15, she con-

vinced her parents to allow her to join the Franciscan Sisters of Per-

petual Adoration at La Crosse, Wisconsin .  As the only African 

American sister in her religious order at the time, Bertha like a num-

ber of Black religious who joined predominately white orders during 

the 1950s, had to assimilate in order to be accepted.   After becom-

ing a nun, Bertha took the name “Thea” in honor of her father Theon 

and became a teacher.    

 Sr. Thea shared her gifts of song, strength, perseverance, 

love and care with her students, first in Lacrosse and then in her 

hometown of Canton.  As a teacher, she not only introduced her stu-

dents to great literature but she also instilled in them a sense of self-

worth, love and pride for their Blackness and culture.  Sr. Thea re-

minded them to “Remember who you are and whose you are.”   

 She traveled all over the world sharing stories, song, words 

of encouragement and pride for being authentically Black and truly 

Catholic.  

 Sr. Thea’s love and devotion to family called her back home 

to Canton to care for her ailing parents.  The year that her parents 

died, she found a lump in her breast.  It was cancer.   Sr. Thea then 

taught us all the greatest lesson,  how to die with grace.   “Part of my 

approach to my illness has been to say I want to choose life, I want 

to keep going, I want to live fully until I die. “ She continued to trav-

el, speak and sing until she could no longer.   This great woman of 

faith left this world a little dimmer on March 30th, 1990 when she 

went home to be with her parents and with the Lord God.  Yet, Sr. 

Thea became the light of Christ in many lives as her example be-

came the North Star of how to live unapologetically, fully and com-

pletely as a beloved child of God.                             -Tina L Carter 

Literary Corner 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Shannen Dee Williams’s long awaited 

book, Subversive Habits, was well worth the 

wait.  Dr. Williams meticulously chronicles 

the history and legacy of black women reli-

gious in a Church not readily disposed to 

black women receiving the holy habit, believ-

ing that it was impossible for black women to 

live chaste lives.  Williams calls these pioneer-

ing women “America’s Forgotten Black Free-

dom Fighters”.   

 From Mother Mary Lange, who, in 1829 founded the 

Oblate Sisters of Providence, the first sustainable religious com-

munity of Afro-American women in slave-holding Baltimore, to 

the founding of the National Black Sisters’ Conference in 1968 

by former Sister of Mercy Martin de Porres Grey (Dr. Patricia 

Grey); Williams records the extraordinary struggle of black 

women religious to be fully accepted and respected in the Catho-

lic Church.  

 Subversive Habits bears witness to the invaluable con-

tribution of black religious women to the development and 

growth of the Church in the United States, in courageous opposi-

tion to racism, hatred and bigotry.    

 Extraordinary in content, this book belongs in every 

Catholic institution of higher learning, motherhouse, convent, 

pastoral center, rectory and home, because the story of black 

women religious is an integral part of the fabric and history of 

the Catholic Church in America.  

 In the words of Franciscan Handmaid of the Most Pure 

Heart of Mary, Sr. Loretta Theresa Richards, “The Catholic 

Church wouldn’t be Catholic if it wasn’t for us”. 

                                                                       –Anita Baird, DHM 
 

Winner of the Pura Belpre Award Winner for Illustration Martin 

de Porres: the Rose in the Desert by Gary D Schmidt introduces 

children to this humble Black saint of the 

Americas illegitimately born of a Spanish 

nobleman and an enslaved woman in 

1579 in Peru. St. Martin was not allowed 

to become a priest but still served God 

and people as a servant of the Dominican 

Order.  God used him to perform mira-

cles and healings for both noblemen and 

the poor. When Martin died in 1639, he 

was seen as a beacon of hope to those who were like him.   Illus-

trated by David Diaz, the pictures draws one into the world, life 

and legacy of this Saint of faith and endurance.     -Tina L Carter  
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St. Benedict the African Church 
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN ENGLEWOOD  

340 W 66th St, Chicago, IL 60621 

(773) 873-4464*https://benedicttheafrican.org/ 

 

HUSH HARBOR 

Saturdays at 11 AM 
Our Hush Harbor series fea-

tures spirituals and  

speeches from the past that 

speak loudly today.  

In Antebellum America, a hush 

harbor was a place where the enslaved Africans would 

gather in secret to practice  religious traditions. 

MEETING ID: 89415895742 

PASSCODE: 636489 
 

 

St. Moses the Black Parish 

 331 E. 71st Street 
 Chicago, IL 60619 
 773.224.1022 
 stmosesparish.org  
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Who are we? 

The Pulse is a monthly newsletter to provide information about the concerns and happenings in Black Catholic  

Chicago.   It will be made up of articles, profiles and information about events and programs happening throughout the  

archdiocese of Chicago.  If you are interested in contributing or have any questions or concerns please email us at  

chicagoblackcatholics@gmail.com 

This month’s contributors are: 

• Dr. Kimberly Lymore DMin, is the director of the Augustus Tolton Pastoral Ministry Program at Catholic Theological Union and As-

sociate Minister of the Faith Community of Saint Sabina. 
 

• Shannon Ambroise MAPS, is a Tolton Alum, facilitator of St. Mary Evanston Black Catholics and member of St. Mary Parish, Evans-

ton, IL.  
 

• Tanya Bolen is a Tolton Scholar and part-time student at Catholic Theological Union pursuing a Masters of Arts in Pastoral Studies. She 

serves and worships at St. Moses the Black Parish as a Eucharistic Minister, Hospitality, and the Women's Guild. 
 

• Tina L Carter, M.Div.; MLIS,  is a public librarian, graduate of Catholic Theological Union and Tolton Alum. She is a parishioner, 

catechist and serves on the technology ministry at Our Lady of Africa Parish in Bronzeville. 
 

• Jennifer Davis is a Tolton Scholar, pursuing a Doctor of Ministry degree at Catholic Theological Union, a theology teacher at Mount 

Carmel High School, a liturgist, and a parishioner at St. Thomas the Apostle in Hyde Park.  
 

• Stephanie Garrison MAPS, is a retired teacher, graduate of Catholic Theological Union and Tolton Alum. She attends St. Moses the 

Black Parish, serve in the ministries of Lector, Catechism and RCIA. 
 

• Gardis Watts is a Tolton Scholar and part time seminary student at Catholic Theological Union pursuing a Master in Divinity.  
 

• Latrece Winfield is a part-time student (Augustus Tolton Scholar, M.A P.S. program) and a part-time library  assistant at Catholic The-

ological Union; church affiliation- St. Benedict the African Church, ministers as a commentator and  proclaimer.                   

 

 

 

 This is a publication of the Chicago Black Catholic Alliance! 

Prayer for November 
 
 

Eternal Father, Great Elder of every blessing 
we thank you for the wisdom bestowed upon us by 
our ancestors who brought forth the 
the realization that we are custodians of the 
earth and to understand the importance of unity. 
 
Seasons come and go, and yesterday’s harvest 
provides for us today a meal to be shared on this Thanksgiving Day 
with family, friends, the poor, immigrants, refugees, and the 
stranger on the street. 
 
For all that we have and desire for the good of our past and the 
good ahead, we are forever grateful. 
 
In the spirit of thanksgiving, we lift our voices to you, Great Elder, 
the giver of all good things, for the bounty of this earth, for 
the graces and the new mercies of each day, the sun, the moon, 
the stars, family, friends, and the knowing of You, our God, in our midst. 
May we be ever mindful of your love and generosity, not just on this day but 
each day on our journey toward you.  
 
Amen 
-Jennifer E. Davis 


