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Life, Death and Resurrection: Reflections on Renew My Church. 
by Tina L. Carter  

By now, the Archdiocese of Chicago is completing its multiyear campaign of unifying parishes across the Chicagoland area.   

With declining parishioners in churches, declining numbers in ordained vocations, and building 

repair costs in some cases in the millions of dollars, the decision was made about 6 years ago to 

address these realities with Renew My Church. According to the description on the website, “The 

goal is to enliven the Catholic faith in the Archdiocese of Chicago and reshape parish life to be 

more intentional in making disciples, building communities and inspiring witness – these are our 

mission imperatives.” 

Yet, for some, this campaign has left parishioners feeling betrayed, lost, upset, suspicious and 

unsure of what the future holds.   In a world where uncertainty has become the new normal, be-

ing torn away from the one place that gave one a sense of purpose, community and spiritual en-

richment has felt like being set adrift, thrown into the wilderness.   In the Black community espe-

cially, watching parishes disappear to become a part of the dustbin of history is both a bitter pill 

to swallow and leaves renewed questions about the Archdiocese’s commitment or lack thereof to 

have a vibrant authentically and unapologetically Black Catholic community in Chicago.  For a number of parishioners, this was 

the last straw and they have chosen to no longer come to church or go to a different denomination for spiritual renewal.  

LIFE 

In its hey-day from the 1920s-1950s, Black Catholic Churches in Chicago and the schools that were created were both vibrant 

and overflowing with parishioners and students.  We saw white flight from neighborhoods on the south and west sides where 

these churches were established as Black families moved in.  The Great Migration brought many African Americans to the 

North for a better life from the racist, segregated South. These men and women viewed education as a way of advancement and 

the Catholic school system as a vehicle to achieve that goal. Religious orders such as the Divine Word Missionaries, and others 

were specifically called in by the Archdiocese of Chicago to serve these communities of color.   The churches in the Bronzeville, 

Kenwood and Washington Park communities grew and overflowed during this time. Parishioners lived in these neighborhoods 

and it was not uncommon to see priests walking through them having conversations with his neighbors.   From interactive Sta-

tions of the Cross at Corpus Christi to skating parties at St. Anselm, parishes like these became a hub for spiritual and communal 

growth.    

By the 1960s and 1970s, population shifts began to change the dynamics of neighborhoods.  People were moving away for better 

opportunities or beginning to question the faith that was given to them in light of racial and social injustices that were being ex-

perienced.  During this time we began to see services created and celebrated that were more reflective of the Black community.  

Thanks to Vatican II, Afrocentric wears, gospel style music and preaching were being introduced in the parishes.  However, 

these changes were not enough.  Churches, schools and missions began to close due to low enrollment.     

DEATH 

From the 1980’s to now, younger generations began to drift away from the Catholic Church to other Christian denominations or 

left church altogether because many felt that organized religion was irrelevant, did not address the needs of current times, and 

did not reflect them or their lived experience.  The parish buildings and parishioners began to age and funding began to dwindle.   

By 2020, most of parishes in these neighborhoods had less than 200 parishioners attending regularly.  Most of the schools were 

closed and limited help was coming from the Archdiocese.   Parishes began to combine their religious education programs. Reli-

gious vocations, which were never high in the Black Catholic community in Chicago, experienced a bit of a drought.  Programs 

such as Catching the Spirit, a catechist training program with a focus on serving Black Catholics and Kujenga, a leadership pro-

gram for Black Catholic youth disappeared along with the Office of Black Catholics.  It is now an initiative.    

St. Anselm Parish closed June 27th 2021 
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As for the parishes in the neighborhoods of Bronzeville, Ken-

wood and Washington Park, the five parishes of Corpus Christi, 

Holy Angels, St. Ambrose, St. Anselm, and St. Elizabeth gave 

their finals masses on June 27th 2021 and became Our Lady of 

Africa on July 1st 2021 housed at 615 E Oakwood Blvd.  

 

RESURRECTION 

Becoming a new creation is never easy.  Remnants of the way 

things used to be, linger.  Most of us never deal with change 

very well.  We want to hold on to that which is  familiar which 

provides a sense of protection and control. Yet, this new reality, 

after coming through a pandemic no less, forces us as parishion-

ers, the laity, to think about what do we want this new creation to look like, how we assure our survival and how committed are 

we to do the work of growth and evangelization.   We must take that leap of faith.  

Many of us are used to a top down model of the church.  In our parishes, it is the priest or in some cases, the deacons that set the 

tone and dictate what that parish should focus on.  The priest receives his instructions from the auxiliary bishops who receives 

their guidance from the cardinal.   The resources that we get from the archdiocese can be cookie cutter programs that don’t take 

in account the nuances of a particular parish or community.  It is fair to say that this model is lacking and does not offer sustaina-

bility.  

We have an obligation as Black Catholics to persevere, to nurture and to grow in our faith.  We must do our part to reshape par-

ish life by becoming more intentional in making disciples, building communities and inspiring witness.   As the former parishes 

join and become a new creation, we have to be willing to learn from one another. We have to become our own advocates in this 

endeavor. We need to be willing to take the best from our former parishes in order to create a stronger parish.  Our goal has to be 

to develop a welcoming, inclusive beacon for social and spiritual justice. We have to be the tellers of our own stories and histo-

ries and develop historical ministries to become keepers of the wisdom and memories of yesteryear.    We must be brave enough 

to leave the table of those who we are familiar with and embrace those we don’t know.   We must work in collaboration with the 

Archdiocese and use the resources that are offered, however, it is perfectly ok to tweak some evangelization resources to fit your 

unique circumstances.   

Finally, we must use the God-given gifts and talents to build a parish 

community that is stronger and long-lasting.  If your talent is organiz-

ing, offer it.  If you have a gift for creating or decorating, bring it.  If 

God has given you a voice for singing or lecturing, put it forward.  If 

you are a writer, share your talent.  If you have a teacher’s heart, use 

it.  Our gifts should never be hidden in a bushel basket nor hoarded 

away.  They are needed now.  Many neighborhoods have been 

dimmed with the closing of so many parishes.  It is up to us to build 

up our parishes and neighborhoods from the inside out.  It is also im-

perative that we collaborate with the priests and deacons who serve 

our parishes and with bishops and the cardinal who serve the larger 

archdiocese to rebuild.  Without it, in ten years, we may be forced to 

go through another renewal. 

 

 

Our Lady of Africa Parish 615 E Oakwood Bld.  

Parishioners of Our Lady of Africa attending a Lenten Day of 

Renewal at the convent of the Holy Spirit Missionary Sisters. 



Reflections on “The Resurrection of the Negro” by Marcus Garvey 
by: Gardis Watts 

“The God you worship is a God that expects you to be the equal of other men.” – Marcus Garvey 
 
Much of what we remember of the Honorable Marcus Mosiah Garvey is his political stance of Black Na-
tionalism. What is not frequently remembered about Garvey are his religious and spiritual beliefs. Grow-
ing up in Jamaica, Garvey started as a member of the Methodist Church and later converted to Roman Ca-
tholicism. Garvey understood that if Black people are to be emancipated as a people, he knew that their 
spiritual emancipation was just as important as their political, social and economic liberation. He did not 
necessarily encourage Black people to join the Christian faith, but he was firm about his own beliefs in 
Christianity. He welcomed many non-Christians into the U.N.I.A. (United Negro Improvement Associa-
tion). Tony Martin, a Garvey scholar, writes in his book, Race First, Garvey’s stance on religion, “The 
essence of religion for Garvey was the imparting of race pride, Black Nationalism and self-
reliance.”(p.77)  
 While Marcus Garvey was not an ordained minister, Garvey in his writings and speeches occa-
sionally used Christian language and biblical references. One address in particular that he gave on April 
16, 1922, on Easter Sunday, at Liberty Hall in New York City was a gospel themed message. It is called 

The Resurrection of the Negro. In this speech, he relates the resurrection of Jesus to the rise of Black people to its proper place in soci-
ety. 
 Garvey starts out talking about Jesus coming into the world as its savior, even though this world rejected and crucified him. 
And as Garvey goes into the glorious resurrection of Jesus, he reminds the audience that while Jesus’ mission was spiritual it also was 
to restore the divine order of society by empowering the less privileged. Garvey also rationalizes this as a reason why Jesus was perse-
cuted by the elites of that day.  
 Illustrating the resurrection of Jesus from the dead, Garvey proceeds to encourage the crowd that Black people of the world 
will also rise from their slumber. That as Jesus triumphed over death, Black people will triumph over its oppression that has lasted for 
hundreds of years. And as Jesus resurrection has given him the glory, Black people will also elevate themselves to a higher purpose in 
humanity.  
 He promotes the U.N.I.A. as a vehicle of lifting the Black race to its loftier purpose. He challenges the audience to reflect on 
themselves by stating, “How many of us know ourselves? How many of us understand ourselves? The major number of us for ages 
have failed to recognize in ourselves the absolute masters of our own destiny - the absolute directors and creators of our own fate.”  
 Garvey continues to declare that if we are made into the image of God, then God has never created an inferior person, and that 
includes Black people. However, he warns his audience that there are some who are resigned to this fate of inferiority and he addressed 
that by saying, “The moment you accept such an attitude, the moment you accept such an opinion, the moment you harbor such an 
idea, you hurl an insult at the great God who created you, because you question Him for His love, you question Him for His mercy.” 
 Using the encouragement of being created in the image of God, Garvey informs his listeners that this is the key to rising out of 
the oppressive past and realizing their destiny to become a greater race. He reassures the congregation by saying, “The highest compli-
ment we can pay to our Creator; the highest respect we can pay to our risen Lord and Savior, is that of feeling that He has created us as 
His masterpiece; His perfect instruments of His own existence, because in us is reflected the very being of God.” 
 When Garvey earlier challenged the crowd to engage in self-reflection, he encourages them that self-discovery is their emanci-
pating tool. He gives his analysis to the masses in attendance by saying, “The difference between the strong and weak races is that the 
strong races seem to know themselves; seem to discover themselves; seem to realize and know fully that there is but a link between 
them and the Creator; that above them there is no other but God and anything that bears human form is but their equal in standing and 
to that form there should be no obeisance; there should be no regard for superiority.” And because of our lack of understanding in our-
selves and how Black people are connected to God, is the reason why we have been behind as a race for hundreds of years. 
 As Garvey closes out the speech, he says, “I pray that a new inspiration will come to us as a race; that we will think of nature 
as our servant; that we will think of man as our partner through life, and go through the length and breadth of this world achieving and 
doing as other men, as other nations and other races.” 
 What Garvey does to his audience in attendance, as well as us who reads his speech, is to challenge our ways of knowing who 
God is by knowing who we are and what God has created us for. He asserts that liberation is not only a material struggle but a spiritual 
one as well. Using part of the core of Christology, the resurrection, Garvey effectively parallels the resurrection of Christ to the resur-
rection of Black people from their slumber of oppression. And just as Jesus had to suffer to be resurrected, Black people also have suf-
fered from centuries of white supremacy, which he encouraged the people at that time that their resurrection is coming. 
 Unfortunately, the speech still resonates today because unlike Jesus we as Black people have still yet to fulfill the glory of our 
resurrection. We as Black people in Chicago are dying. Not necessarily a physical death but a spiritual and social death. Our numbers 
as a people are steadily declining, both in the city and in the Church. We are being forced out of the city by way of gentrification and 
violence. And despite the fact that we have Black politicians in high places, our people in this city still fall short of every metric that 
measures a decent way of living. Let us heed the call of Marcus Garvey and take back our rightful place, whether it be in the Church or 
society. Let us not be afraid to confront the barriers society puts on us. Let us have faith in ourselves that we will resurrect from our 
slumber. If Jesus did not have the faith that he was going to rise from the dead, he would have never journeyed to Jerusalem and would 
have been stuck in Galilee where salvation was never fulfilled. Let us walk to Jerusalem with the unwavering faith of Jesus and accom-
plish our destiny of being a glorious people once again!    
 



 Sankofa Spotlight: Looking Back to Look Forward  

In this month’s Sankofa spotlight, I inter-

viewed Julia Loiseau a devoted cradle Catho-

lic, and longtime parishioner of St. Mary Par-

ish in Evanston, IL.  

Mrs. Loiseau was born in Port Au Prince, Haiti 

in 1928 where she was baptized and attended 

St. Anne Parish. At the urging of her mother 

Felecia Saintil, and a local priest, Mrs. Loiseau 

left home at the tender age of 7 years old to 

attend St. Joseph, a boarding school led by 

several Haitian and French nuns. Growing up 

Mrs. Loiseau had high hopes of one day fol-

lowing the steps of the nuns who all played a role in educating and rear-

ing her, and strongly considered one day becoming a nun until, she met 

and married her husband Justin Loiseau who was also a cradle Catholic 

and active member within his church community.  

While married, Mrs. Loiseau continued to be actively involved in her 

parish and did all she could to donate funds to the poor  within her com-

munity, while raising funds for poor children in Miagroane, Haiti, her 

mothers home town. Mrs. Loiseau shared a fond memory of cutting up 

her blue wedding dress ( a color she chose specifically because of Moth-

er Mary of God) so she could assist with making clothes for the poor 

children who attended her parish, and boarding school in Haiti. 

When I asked Mrs. Loiseau about one of her fondest memories of attend-

ing boarding school, she stated she didn't realize it much as a young girl, 

but the nuns put so much time into teaching her about God, prayer, and 

the Catholic church. Mrs. Loiseau went on to say when she came to the 

United States from Haiti, times were tough for both her and her husband. 

She felt as though she was in another world. She struggled with all that 

came along with not fluently speaking English, and frequently experi-

enced racism in and out of the church. Mrs. Loiseau stated she often 

contemplated returning home, but stated at an early age in boarding 

school, she was given a great blueprint to assist her with dealing with the 

trials of life. She used everything she knew about faith, and relying on 

prayer, and leaning on God to get her through.  

When I asked Mrs. Loiseau her favorite thing about the Catholic church 

she stated she loves to attend mass and adoration. She recalled how she 

finds peace in spending time with the lord. 

When I asked Mrs. Loiseau if she believed any changes should take 

place within the Catholic church today, she made her love for her parish 

clear, but stated there needs to be more love within the church. Mrs. 

Loiseau stated it saddens her to hear about people frequently leaving the 

church because she knows what the church has done for her, and knows 

if given the opportunity the Catholic church can be a huge blessing to 

others. Mrs. Loisesu didn't turn a blind eye to the inequality that minori-

ties continue to face within the Catholic church and stated the Catholic 

church is her home and no one can tell her different.  

Although Mrs. Loiseau is over the age of 90, she continues to stay strong 

in her Catholic roots by continuing to attend mass and her charismatic 

prayer group weekly, while praying the rosary several times throughout 

the day.                                               Contributing reporter: Shannon Ambroise 

Alexander and Kristopher Smith 

are 14-year-old, fraternal twins. 

They are members of the Faith 

Community of St. Sabina along 

with their mother, Tracy. They 

are graduates of the class of 2021 

at St. Sabina Academy.  Kristo-

pher was co-salutatorian. Alexan-

der and Kristopher are now com-

pleting their freshmen year at Marist High School.  

These young men are smart, energetic, and articulate. They are 

involved in a variety of activities which includes, Marist 

Marching Band, where they play the flute, Selah, the youth 

choir at St. Sabina, Push Excel Oratorical Program and Boy 

Scouts. Last year as part of the Boy Scout outreach they raised 

over 550 pounds of food that was donated to the Catholic Char-

ities/St. Sabina food pantry. Both Alexander and Kristopher 

play other instruments such as violin and piano. These young 

go-getters also tap dance, play tennis, fence, do karate and play 

soccer. They are becoming well rounded and proficient in sev-

eral areas as they look forward to attending college upon grad-

uation from High School.  

Alexander and Kristopher were dedicated as babies at Vernon 

Baptist Church. They are being baptized at the Easter Vigil on 

April 16, 2022. They both want to form a stronger relationship 

with God, and they feel being baptized, receiving communion, 

and getting confirmed will help them in their spiritual journey.  

Alexander and Kristopher are young social activists. They are 

participating in the Daniel 3 Project at St. Sabina which is an 

initiative for teens and young adults to come together to use 

their gifts in committing to justice with their faith, purpose, and 

identity. In their first year at Marist, they have witnessed rac-

ism at the Home Coming Event. That incident was in the local 

news. They were disappointed that as a Catholic School, the 

incident was not addressed nor denounced publicly by school 

officials.  They continue to fight for justice through being com-

mitted to do whatever they can to irradicate injustices in this 

City. They recently went to Springfield to give testimony to the 

senate on the Tax Credit Scholarship.  They are grateful to be 

in a church with a pastor like Rev. Michael Pfleger, that is con-

sistently doing outreach to meet the needs of the people in the 

community.  

Alexander and Kristopher are open to the purpose and plan 

God has for them in their lives. They have a bright future ahead 

of them.                                  Contributing reporter: Dr. Kimberly Lymore 



Remembering the death of a King  

54 years ago on April 4th 1968, 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr was 

assassinated in Memphis Ten-

nessee.   The newspaper arti-

cles that I quote from captures 

some of the first accounts 

about his death.   

 KING MURDERED! “He 

lived a life of nonviolent pro-

test to injustice, but was killed 

in the most violent way possi-

ble”. Those were the headlines 

of the Chicago Defender on 

April 6th, 1968.   The Associated Press created a 

“Sequence of Events Leading to Slaying of King” from 

February 12th with the Memphis sanitation workers going 

on strike to April 4th King being pronounced dead at St. 

Joseph’s Hospital at 7:05pm.  The Chicago Tribune re-

ported on “HOW MRS. KING WAS TOLD OF 

MATE’S DEATH”.  On April 5th it was reported that 

Mrs. King was recuperating from major surgery when 

told, tears streaming down her face.  She spoke to Presi-

dent Johnson and told a friend, “I do feel it’s the will of 

God.  We always knew this would happen.” 

The Chicago Tribune also reported that “Men of All 

Faiths Mourn King”.  St. Monica’s in Gary IN and St. 

Dorothy’s in Chicago among other parishes held masses.  

Jewish congregations were asked to recite prayers. Public 

memorial services were held at Rosary College, the Latin 

American Defense Organization, and University of Chica-

go among others.   Cardinal Cody expressed his dismay at 

the tragic passing of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr and stated 

“Our nation is now engaged in a mighty crusade for jus-

tice and equality for all our citizens. The dedicated labors 

of Dr. King in this crusade will be an inspiration to Ameri-

ca for many years to come…Much more he fulfilled the 

Judeo-Christian vision of brotherhood and dignity that be-

longs to a man as a child of God…God has placed upon us 

the responsibility to complete the work which Martin Lu-

ther King Jr. carried forward.”    Five decades later, that 

work continues.  

 Tina L Carter  

Literary Corner  

 

 
 

 

 

Resurrection Song by F lora Wilson Bridges  

African-American spirituality can 

be defined from two key character-

istics: its essential nature as cultural 

resilience or the ability to bounce 

back after being stretched, bent or 

compressed by cultural oppressions 

and  its effects or movement as it 

defines African-American values 

and cultural expression in the peo-

ple's quest for identity and the 

building of community. 

Flora Wilson Bridges does a fine 

job of depicting the important role of exemplary leaders such 

as Howard Thurman, Ruby Bridges, Harriet Tubman, Martin 

Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X in the resurrecting song of 

African Americans. Bridges provides insight about the 

presences of African residuals, culture and religion. This book 

should be read by anyone studying or simply wanting to know 

more about African-American religion, folklore and tradition-

al rituals.               -Tanya Bolen  

 

When God Made You by Matthew Paul Turner  

This delightful book in 

rhyme celebrates the di-

vine plan that God has for 

each of us. Through the 

whimsical illustrations of 

a young girl as she learns 

how God has uniquely 

made her, the text reminds 

us from the beginning that 

“ An exclusive design, 

one God refined, you’re a perfectly crafted one of a 

kind.”  This book is a must share with children ages 2 

and up!         - Tina L Carter 

Dr. King in 1964 



Habari gani 
What’s the News?  

St. Benedict the African Church 
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN ENGLEWOOD  

340 W 66th St, Chicago, IL 60621 

(773) 873-4464*https://benedicttheafrican.org/ 

HUSH HARBOR 

Saturdays at 11 AM 
Our Hush Harbor series fea-

tures spirituals and  

speeches from the past that 

speak loudly today.  

In Antebellum America, a 

hush harbor was a place where the enslaved Africans 

would gather in secret to practice  religious traditions. 

MEETING ID: 89415895742 

PASSCODE: 636489 

St. Katharine Drexel Parish  
Virtual Stations of the 

Cross:  

Overcoming Racism 

Friday, April 1, 2022 

Friday, April 8, 2022 

Time 7:00 PM 

Meeting ID: 891 6773 

3324 Passcode: 328089  

Dial by your location +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)  

Join Zoom Meeting:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89167733324?

pwd=Y0lkSlE4dW1ya0hCNXE3dHZkNk5Pdz09 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

St. Moses the Black Parish 

 331 E. 71st Street 
 Chicago, IL 60619 
 773.224.1022 
 stmosesparish.org  

Services Around the 

 Archdiocese 



Prayer for Easter 2022 

“I am the Resurrection and the Life. Whoever believes in me, though he dies, yet shall he live” John 11:25 
 
 
Heavenly Father,   
                                                                                     
Through the Resurrection of Christ…….. 
               THANK YOU! 
Our dark places can now be filled with light 
                                                                      THANK YOU! 
We can be released from paralyzing fear 
                                                                      THANK YOU! 
Peace can enfold us when we are grieving 
                                                                      THANK YOU! 
The Grace of renewal can turn us away from apathy 
                                                                      THANK YOU! 
Courage can be inspired from the Spirit 
                                                                      THANK YOU! 
Hope can replace gripping despair 
                                                                      THANK YOU! 
We can now be led to everlasting life over death! 
                                                                       THANK YOU!  
                                                                                        AMEN 
                                                                                               -Stephanie Garrison 

Who are we? 

The Pulse is a monthly newsletter to provide information about the concerns and happenings in Black Catholic  

Chicago.   It will be made up of articles, profiles and information about events and programs happening throughout the  

archdiocese of Chicago.  If you are interested in contributing or have any questions or concerns please email us at  

chicagoblackcatholics@gmail.com 

This month’s contributors are: 

 Dr. Kimberly Lymore DMin, is the director of the Augustus Tolton Pastoral Ministry Program at Catholic Theological Union and As-

sociate Minister of the Faith Community of Saint Sabina. 
 
 

 Shannon Ambroise MAPS, is a Tolton Alum, facilitator  of St. Mary Evanston Black Catholics and member  of St. Mary Par ish, 

Evanston, IL.  
 

 Tanya Bolen is a Tolton Scholar  and par t-time student at Catholic Theological Union pursuing a Masters of Arts in Pastoral Studies. 

She serves and worships at St. Moses the Black Parish as a Eucharistic Minister, Hospitality, and the Women's Guild. 
 

 Tina L Carter, M.Div.; MLIS,  is a public librar ian, graduate of Catholic Theological Union and Tolton Alum. She is a par ish-

ioner, catechist and serves on the technology ministry at Our Lady of Africa Parish in Bronzeville. 
 

 Stephanie Garrison is a retir ed teacher , Tolton Scholar  cur rently seeking a Master s in Pastoral Studies at CTU Seminary, at-

tends  St. Moses the Black Parish, serve in the ministries of Lector, Catechism and RCIA. 
 

 Gardis Watts is a Tolton Scholar  and par t time seminary student at Catholic Theological Union pursuing a Master  in Divinity. 

Current member of Holy Name of Mary Parish. 
 

 Latrece Winfield is a par t-time student (Augustus Tolton Scholar, M.A P.S. program) and a part-time library  assistant at Catholic The-

ological Union; church affiliation- St. Benedict the African Church, ministers as a commentator and  proclaimer. 
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