
 

 

Our  Lady of Africa  
 

 

 PARISH BULLETIN  
 Sunday, September 3, 2023  

 

 

Mass Schedule  
 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m.  

Sunday: 9:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. (Livestream)  

1:30 p.m.ñGhanaian Community (1st and 2nd  

Sunday each month)   

2:30 p.m.ñIgbo Community (3rd and 4th  

Sunday each month)  

6:00 p.m.ñFrench speaking Community (1st 

Sunday each month)  

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)  

By appointment ñ(773) 624-5375 

Saturday 3:00 - 3:45 p.m.  

Parish Administrator  

Father Carl Gales, SVD  
 

Contact Us  

Phone: 773 -624-5375 

Email: ourladyofafricachicago@gmail.com  
 

Church Address  

615 East Oakwood Boulevard  

Chicago, IL 60653  
 

Office Hours  

Monday - Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  

Office Administrator: Ms. Shirley McKinney  

Served by the Society of the Divine Word  

 



Visit us on Facebook: Our Lady of Africa Chicago | 2 

 

This Week at OLA  Ministry List for Upcoming Liturgies  

Sunday, September 3  

 Ƌ Blessed Sacrament Society Meeting  

  10 a.m.|Parish Hall   

 Ƌ Sunday School - 11:30 a.m.  

  |Sunday School Room  
 

Monday, September 4  

 Ƌ LABOR DAY - OFFICE CLOSED  
 

Tuesday, September 5  

 Ƌ Phone-In Bible Study - 6 p.m.  

  (267) 807-9601 - Code: 340 -355-967 
 

Wednesday, September 6  

 Ƌ Peace & Social Justice Committee - 6 p.m.  

  |Tolton Center  
   

Thursday, September 7  

 Ƌ Angels on Air Phone Prayer Line - 9 a.m.  

  (267) 807-9601 - Code: 340 -355-967 

 Ƌ Food Pantry - 10 a.m. to noon  

  |Tolton Center  

 Ƌ Community Meal and Social Services  

  1 p.m. to 3 p.m.|Parish Hall  
  

Saturday, September 9  

 Ƌ Choir Rehearsal - 1 p.m.  

  Ƌ Altar Servers Training - 2 p.m.  
 

Sunday, September 10  

 Ƌ KPCLA Meeting - 10 a.m.|Parish Hall   

 Ƌ Sunday School - 11:30 a.m.  

  |Sunday School Room  

  

 

 

 

Saturday 4 p.m. - September 9  

 Ƌ Priest:  Fr. Patrick Mugisho, SJ  

 Ƌ Lectors:  Shawnece Wilson  

    Ted Budzynski 
     

Sunday 9 a.m. -  September 10    

 Ƌ Priest:  Fr. Patrick Mugisho, SJ  

 Ƌ Lectors:  Vita Faulkner  

    Shirley McKinney  

 Ƌ Eucharistic Ministers: 

    Rosemary Sykes 

    Sonia Davis  
         

Sunday 11:30 a.m. - September 10     

 Ƌ Priest:  Fr. Tracy OõSullivan, OCarm 

 Ƌ Lectors:  Velma Hill  

    Silmon Reed  

 Ƌ Eucharistic Ministers: 

    Regina Cook  

    Earlene Hodges  

Stewardship  

 Mass Intentions  

Saturday, September 2  

 Ƌ 4 p.m. Mass - Divine Word College Benefactors  

Sunday, September 3  

 Ƌ 9 a.m. Mass - OLA Church Family  

 Ƌ 11:30 a.m. Mass - OLA Church Family  

Monday, September 4  

 Ƌ 8 a.m. Mass - Rachel Watson  

Tuesday, September 5  

 Ƌ 8 a.m. Mass - Mary Crawford  

Wednesday, September 6  

 Ƌ 10 a.m. Mass at Holy Angels School  

    Intention: Teachers  

Thursday, September 7  

 Ƌ 8 a.m. Mass - Elijah Wall +  

Friday, September 8  

 Ƌ 8 a.m. Mass - Nazaree Fuller  

Saturday, September 9  

 Ƌ 4 p.m. Mass - Divine Word College Benefactors  

Sunday, September 10   

 Ƌ 9 a.m. Mass - OLA Church Family  

 Ƌ 11:30 a.m. Mass - OLA Church Family  
 

 

For those who would like to remember a loved one 

(living or deceased), a special occasion or a    

specific concern, Masses can be offered for those 

intentions. Mass stipends during the weekends ($20 

per intention) and during the weekdays ($10 per      

intention) are the recommended donations.  

 

Please submit a Mass Intention request by calling 

the Parish Office.  

Offertory -  August 26/27, 2023  

 $   6,779.00 

 $   1,075.00 - online offertory  

 $      300.00 - Zelle Donations  

 $   8,154.00 
 

 $ 30,864.66 - August Collection: 2023  
 

Offertory -  August 27/28, 2022  

 $   4,652.50 

 $      840.00 - online offertory  

 $   5,492.50 
 

 $ 26,833.50 - August Collection: 2022  
 

Expenses for August 2023   

 $ 49,283.13 
 

 

Thank you for your generosity!  

Attendance August 26/27, 2023  

446 
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22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time - Reflection by Fr Tracy OõSullivan OCarm 

Dear Friends,  
 

From time to time, when I am frustrated      

working with people, especially in the Church, I 

say Jesus made only one mistake.   He chose to 

let people to do His work.   Of course, this is   

basically no different than what Peter told   

Jesus in todayõs Gospel. 
 

In the beginning of the Gospel of John we 

have a world shattering proclamation, òThe 

Word became flesh.ó (Jn 1:14) This is Godõs 

plan.   This is how Jesus accepted the call to 

save the world.   Becoming flesh was not an 

isolated event.   It is in accepting the totality of 

His humanity that God chose to save the 

world.   This meant He accepted all of us as we 

are as part of His reality. For Jesus this meant 

an encounter with evil that would lead to his 

Passion and Death.  
 

So, when Jesus named Peter as the rock upon 

which He would build His Church, He             

accepted Peter, and all of us, His followers, as 

we are: broken and in need of being 

fixed.   This is why it is so difficult for us to         

understand the Church.   It is a home for sinners 

in need of healing, a home for the broken and 

lost in need of wholeness and new direction.  
 

In todayõs story, Jesus tells Peter, and all of us, 

His chosen way of salvation.   He was going to 

restore the world by entering into the pain and 

suffering of our broken humanity to heal it from 

within.   The suffering and death of Jesus are 

the ultimate consequences of òthe Word      

became flesh.ó (Jn 1:14)  
 

Peter could not handle Jesusõ words about the 

cross and rejection, denial and death. Most 

likely, he had great difficulty in the potential 

loss of personal power and prestige along with 

the unthinkable invitation to take up his cross. 

Peter was shocked by Jesusõ new direction, a 

way Peter surely had not anticipated nor     

desired. Jesus was replacing the popular     

expectation of military might and privileged 

prosperity and power. Now Peter was         

confronted with the cross and loss of his     

comfort and convenience. So, he did what we 

all are constantly tempted to do. Like Peter, 

we make Jesus over in our image rather than 

accepting God at his Word which is Jesus in 

the flesh. Only in Jesus do we have a real     

expression of Godõs plan of salvation. 
 

 

Todayõs announcement of the Jerusalem     

journey to rejection, suffering and death is the 

first of three such proclamations in the next few 

chapters of Matthewõs Gospel.  In each       

episode the disciples totally miss the point.  
 

We continue the difficult task of accepting  

Jesus on His terms and not our terms.   The 

Church is always in the struggle of searching 

for the integrity of the gospel message.   We 

are never far from the temptation to tell Jesus 

how to do it our way just as Peter did.   We  

continue to live with false expectations of   

having this perfect community and a         

problem -free personal life to carry on the    

ministry of the Gospel. We find it hard to       

accept that Jesus has fully embraced us in our 

brokenness and confusion. He has chosen to 

use the vessels of clay that we are to proclaim 

and celebrate the gospel message.  
 

We cannot stand the sex scandal, the         

clericalism, the anti -women expressions of the 

Vatican officials, the distorted wealth and you 

name it.   The Church can be truly agonizing 

with so much clarity in it documents and such 

mediocrity in its reality.   Yet, these very same 

failings are always mixed with the incredible 

faithfulness of so many families working against 

all odds, good priests trying their best, women 

religious continuing to be quiet and hidden 

heroes of the Gospel, the silent and loving   

suffering of so many hidden lives.   The weeds 

and wheat will be with us to the end.  
 

Jesus wants us to be open to the mystery of 

the Incarnation.   We need to accept each 

other in our brokenness just as Jesus did when 

He became flesh.   Paul expresses the wonder 

of this event in his great hymn in the letter to 

the Philippians:  
 

Though He was in the form of God,  

Jesus did not deem equality with God  

something to be grasped at.  

Rather, He emptied Himself   

And took the form of a slave being born in the 

likeness of men  

He was known to be of human estate,  

And it was thus that He humbled Himself,  

Obediently accepting even death,  

Death on a cross! (PHI 2:6 -8) 
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Please Remember in Daily Prayer and Devotions  

Sunday, September 3  

Readings: Jer 20: 7 -9/ Ps 63: 2. 3-4. 5-6. 8-9 (2b)/ 

Rom 12: 1-2/ Mt 16: 21 -27  

OLA Book of Prayer: Pamela Jones,  

John Littleton, Tasha McShan,  

Anastacia Mebane, Euphrasia Mutinda  
 

Monday, September 4  

Readings: 1 Thes 4: 13-18/ Ps 96: 1 and 3. 4 -5. 11-

12. 13/ Lk 4: 16-30  

OLA Book of Prayer: Irene Dove,  

Rosemary Gardner, Barbara Golden,  

Kelly Robin Hill, Leslie Jackson  
 

Tuesday, September 5  

Readings: 1 Thes 5: 1 -6. 9-11/ Ps 27: 1. 4. 13-14/    

Lk 4: 31-37  

OLA Book of Prayer: Judith Easter,  

Frederick Gibson, Anna Marie Hampton,  

Rita Holland, Mildred Jackson  
 

Wednesday, September 6  

Readings: Col 1: 1 -8/ Ps 52: 10. 11/ Lk 4: 38-44  

OLA Book of Prayer:  Majorbelle James,  

Annette Lee, Gail McGruder, Minnette Penman  
 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, September 7  

Readings:  Col 1: 9 -14/ Ps 98: 2-3ab. 3cd -4. 5-6/   

Lk 5: 1-11  

OLA Book of Prayer: Sr. Eleanor Doidge,  

Tyrone Fuller, Bettie Green, Lorraine Henderson,  

George James  
 

Friday, September 8  

Readings: Mi 5: 1 -4a or Rom 8: 28 -30/ Ps 13: 6ab. 

6c/ Mt 1: 1 -16. 18-23  

OLA Book of Prayer: Andre D. Golden,  

Catherine Harper, Doris Humphries,  

Therese Jessie, Gloria Leonard  
 

Saturday, September 9  

Readings: Col 1: 21 -23/ Ps 54: 3-4. 6 and 8/          

Lk 6: 1-5  

OLA Book of Prayer: Mary Crawford,  

Nazaree Fuller, Mable Gray, Marjorie Heard  

Sr. Jamie Phelps, O.P.,  

 

 

 

The Sacrament of Baptism  

 

Baptisms during Sunday Mass are available at the following times:  

 

October 29, 2023  
 

For more information about the Sacrament of Baptism and Baptismal Prep Classes,  

please speak with Tina Carter or email her: tinalcarter71@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

September Birthdays  

9/02 Jennifer Iwuchukwu  

9/02 Joyce Lane  

9/07 Blanche Price  

9/08 Fr. Carl Gales, SVD  

9/09 Maestro Tyrone Pittman  

9/11 Deacon Merv Johnson  

9/14 Tina Carter  

9/22 Ajike Sumpter  

9/23 Celestial Kolheim -Smith 

9/25 Jada E. Lucas  

9/25 Shirley Peoples  

9/26 Yoconda Bowen  

9/26 Gussie McShan  

9/29 James Hunter  
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Parish Directory  

Baptisms  

 Tina Carter  

 tinalcarter71@gmail.com  
 

Blessed Sacrament Society  

 Tasha McShan - President  
 

Business Administrator  

 Shirley McKinney  

 773-624-5375 
 

Confirmation  

 Tina Carter, Stephanie Gado  

 Theresa Rhea  
 

Clergy  

 Fr. Carl Gales, SVD  

 Parish Administrator  

 galesce0422@gmail.com   

 Fr. Tracy OõSullivan, OCarm 

 Dcn. Michael Foggie  

 Dcn. Merv Johnson  
   

Events Committee  

 Keisha Chavers - Chairperson  

 

 

First Communion  

 Barbara Edwards -Hill 

 Lisa Littleton  
 

Food Pantry  

 Ladell Johnson  
 

Funerals 

 Katie Jordan  

 kwcluwpresident@gmail.com  
 

HIV/AIDS Ministry  

 Rosemary Sykes  
 

Knights of Peter Claver  

 Thomas Rich - Grand Knight  
 

Knights of Peter Claver  

  Ladyõs Auxiliary 

 Lena Young - Grand Lady  
 

Maintenance  

 Bobby Malone  

 Tyrone Smith  
 

Medical Ministry  

 Dr. James Hunter  
 

 

Menõs Coalition 

 Michael Morman - President  
 

Music Ministry  

 Maestro Tyrone Pittman  
 

Peace and Social Justice  
 

School and Church Liaison  

 LaTanya Berry -Johnson  
 

Sunday School  

 Eileen Foggie  
 

Tolton Ambassador  

 Jennifer Iwuchukwu  
 

Tolton Heritage Center  

 Regina Cook  

 773-268-1518 
 

Ushers and Greeters  

 Jackson Lucas  
 

Youth Ministry  

 Taleah Cage  

 Silmon Reed  

 

THE JOY OF STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY 

 

 

You can send your offertory through Zelle:  
 

ourladyofafricachicago@gmail.com  


